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WARSAW ' JTohn Tagliabue

Poland Extends

An Official Hand ¢

To Rebel Artists
Once Held
At Arm’s Length

HE LARGE, SOMBER
canvas that the arisl Ed-
ward Dwuirnik calls “The
Prigon™ depicts the Beak
Warsaw jail block whire
Czari uificials once confined Palish
rebels againg Russinm rule

Anoher, by Mr, Dwurnik, calbed
“The Way Enst" shows bodiless
hniman heada, serily suspended in &
idark and manacing Woods,

A third, by Joreslaw Modzolewski,
shivws Twa idistically grinaing poopls
alepping from what appears 1o e o
toemb. The thibe, suggestive of theaol-
ogy amd Communist jargon, reads,
“The Ireepressible  Resurreclion
Frain thi Daad,"™

Soarl Worka aré acerbie commen-
taries an Polish histery amd politics,
ofhers rellacticng on [l state of The
Paliah soul, As a group they Torm par]
o i remarkable eshibitbon of Polksk
il from 1385 1o the present that wenl
on Wiew in Warshw in Dectmber and
will contimee wivdl the and of this
anth, under the e “Radbcal Real-
e, Concrate Abstraclion,'”

Thu title says e kot the show's
comtent, but the axhibition rmarks the
firsL tismse the country's monumental
Maticnal Mussurm has presented the
yoiunges generalion of angry Palish
artists. There is a lieral and & ym-
bolic meanmg 1o this, and i@ says
something aboud recent changes
Paland that have challenged basic as-
sumplions of 1his natson’s ary workd.

In 1542, Poland"s artists rebslled
againsl the brvtal impoeitbon of mar-
tial lww by Gen, Wajclech Jaruzelski
wilh a bayooll of the official art world
and a massive exodus from the offi-
cial artisis® unlon.

In that atmosphere of distrast
some artists slopped showing their
works Others tumed o the Roman
Cathalle Charch, which opened its
doors to sometimes shockingly un-
reiigious works. 51l others, challeng-

Ing the Governmenl to clamp down,
Trequanied wihal Came 1o b opposi-
tional galleries thal the Governmenl
pErenilted g fusnction cul of & Kin af
grudging tolerance, SiH Yaars have
gone by, and pow the stave i@ penang
thisar R ST,

When ar enthusiasts here @ik of
thie mppry generathon, they ihink of
“Ta Gruppas"™ which means “The
Group.” I comprises A band of &ix
AFCiaLs, two (rodn POIRAn B weslerm
Paland, the alhars Troam Warsaw, whi
found sodncn in 10R2, whils they were
studems gl the Academy ol Fime Ams,
in @ Kind of club that channeled (heir
AREET inte an arl (hal I8 iroaic, irmev-
e, natiehalEie and  mocking
Thiir arl, indpired by Wesl Garma-
ny's “Rewk Wilde'” movement, wies
dramatic nec-expressonist  forms
and enlors o vent their oulrage,

Bur their energies apill bayond the
bovads of painting. Until imteres
warssd lagl year, they paiblished a
nawapaper of critical reflection and
ribald drawings, whose 1lle (rans-
lates roughly a=

thee Dipdadist manner,

Al the Cracow Avam-Garde Thea- |

ter Festival lagl vear, thres of their
nurmber, in drag, pocirayed & mdan,
hia wila sand thalr newhors child,
Laded with political texis Iram Lemin,
Che Guewars and Hitler, Bl was inter-
praed as s farcical ropraseniation of
Lenin and Krupskaya giving birth 1o
the Bolshewik Fevolution

Sometimes they wark alone, Pawel
Eawalewski, for example, a 20-year-
old Warsaw painter, Gapluras Balion-
alistic episodes, ol in a way hit
mijtht pleass the autlarities bal inthe
tradition of Poland's wartime resisl-
ance o the Mazi socupiers. One can-
vas porirays the last night in a Mos-
oow prisen of Gen. Leapsald Okulicki,
ihe commander of fhe pro-Wesiern
Home Army in World War I1; the

“Ouch, Enough
Meow,™ amd #aged ghacking plays in ¢

A a .

Tae Pess rars Tomes e isid Jerlys fiulecan

The Polish painier Pawel Howaleski, member of & dissidend artisd group, in s Warsaw apartment

Sovims sabd he died there, bul pro-
Weatern Pobes &ay his was mirdered.

Ryszard Grzyb, a 3]1-year-ald War-
saw arlisl, painis bizarse ankimals
wilh enarmous genilals and kshing
tonpued, rellecling an expreasionian
mightmare of comlemporary @@ents.
Mr. Modzelewski, 31, produces paint-
ings thot reflect in a dry, cerebral
manner on Polish soclety, as in “lrre-
pressible Resurreciion®”

Sometimes, these arlists work as a
proup, closing, ranks artistically as a
Rind ol defenss againsi the Incursson
of & hostile system withoul. Bud the
polkey ol culural openness advocatesd
by Mikhail 5, Gorbachey has l=ft s
maarik an Poland. The culiural bureaws
ergcy is carving oul ever larger pres
serves Tor anisis of every siripe in
thie hiope of seducing and enlisting the
LalEnls af creativie young people. The

opening, And tha relative fresdom il
canfars, challenges for the firsl tirme
basic assumplions of the protes] pen-
eration, and Ta Gruppa illostrates the
changing situation

Bul mot everything has chanped
Artisis must siill struggle wiih ma-
terial shoriages. Mr. Kowalewssky
paints im the cramped bedroom of &
Warsaw apartmenl, pded with can-
wiksEs and sirewn with lubes of palnt

and brushes. Mor does the Govern-
el 's relntive bannvalonce hall har-
akEmenl ram ke oonisrvalive se-
curily apparalus, which siill mositoes
and pursoes arlisis 5l judges dissi-
demts.

Wheen the Group's artists displayed
thigir works in o show organlzed n an
abandaned Warsaw faciory by Andr-
z=j Bonargki, o magazine editor and
art colleclar, ilE memmbers were shbw-
ered with computer-printed hate mall
they suspeci may have slemmed
from sacurity sources. ""They saul we
wre oollaborating with the Jew
Bosarakl,” Mr. Kowalewski sald,
“tand thal wi were painting diginr-
aleart.”

Changing Times

Bul ¢ven in this grim world of po-
Iice comlrol the changes originating in
Mosoow are having an effeci. "' The
pallce mg longer know wiy they are
quaoalioning " Mr. Kowaliwski
gakl. The changing times are chang-
mE the arlists. S8ome appear 10 hawe
adopted a composed and guieler,
though no less incisive, means of re-
ecting on Polksh sockely.

For others, the fesling is that Ta
Gruppa’s art edges increasingly 1o-
ward shouting, fls rascousness lo-
ward posiuring. Uthers are smerging
who no longer wield their canvases as
weapons, Such are the works of
Marck Jaramskl, & young Warsaw
artisl whoso subile plaving wilth dom-
be=r colors says a ol abowt ihe meood
of Poland, but im a gentler wolce
There are olther oriists, o gencrodion
behind T Grupps &t the ar acad-
ey, ke the M-year-ald Zhpnbere
Dowgiallo, wha experiment  with
large, brightly colored neo-romantic
adventures.

Hder painiers e Tomasz Clecker-
ski, who once ought Ta Gruppa's
members at \he Fine Ars Academy,
have relurmed 16 thele former syle
aler an interhide of dark pondering
Mr. Cleclerski says his nature leaned
always iverard bright colors.

Increasingly, oo, questions ane
rRisnd aboul the lInks DErween poll-
b amdl arl, apd somalimes thay
come from within Ta Gruppa. In part
it is simply a question of growing
oclder, more reflective, less angry.
WD W Dgae, | was abun 25, eiw
P'm 51, Mr, Grewl schaowledpsd,
*The 3078 are & natural walershod.™

He defended the Group's struaggle
with politkcs in s ari. "1 polidics en
bers your howse, you have 0 do cers
wain things 1o deal with i e said
“Hul thal does Bol mean | am an art-
1 who preys on polics. As an artist,
1 have io ask the final guoesiions,
ahout man, abou Nke, and death.”




