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Tell me about yesterday tomorrow.  
A Book about the Future of the Past  
From 28 November 2019 to 18 October 2020 the Munich Documentation Cen-

ter for the History of National Socialism showed the exhibition „Tell me 

about yesterday tomorrow“ encompassing contemporary works of art by 

forty-six international artists. The works focused on the interpretation of the 

past and how it connects with the present. The artists, who spanned diffe-

rent generations, addressed many different topics in their works, including 

the resurgence of nationalism, racism, and anti-Semitism; the violent exploi-

tation of human beings and the natural environment; the cultural and politi-

cal repercussions of war, repression, and trauma; and the portrayal of natio-

nal myths.  In collaboration with artists and scientists the exhibition set out 

to create new spaces for discourses of memory and in which to discuss the 

relevance of memory for the future.  

The eponymous book publication „Tell me about yesterday tomorrow“, edi-

ted by the artistic director of the exhibition, Nicolaus Schafhausen, and the 

director of the Munich Documentation Center for the History of National 

Socialism, Mirjam Zadoff, takes these discourses and open questions as its 

starting point. The approach is interdisciplinary with contributions from au-

thors spanning the fields of history, art, philosophy, journalism, poetry, gen-

der, and urban studies. All of them examine the connection between past 

and future and ask to what extent knowledge or ignorance of the past in-

fluences our view of the present and our future narratives?  The approach 

and topics chosen by the authors range from biographical experiences to in-

ter-generational exchanges, and a discussion of current social phenomena. 
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They address the complex realities of life in the past and present and draw 

our attention to shifts in political hegemonies that lead to ostracization, 

denigration, and destruction. The book explicitly adopts an international per-

spective to show how universal the forms taken by the phenomena of social 

polarization and radicalization are in our globally connected world. The book 

also includes a documentation of the exhibition at the Munich Documentation 

Center and associated venues.  

The book presentation will take place at the Munich Documentation Center 

on 11 September 2021 at 7 pm.  The editors, Nicolaus Schafhausen and Mir-

jam Zadoff, will discuss the publication with Dorothea Schöne (director of 

Kunsthaus Dahlem) and the writer Monika Rinck. 

„Tell me about yesterday tomorrow“ is published by Hirmer Verlag in German 

and English. With contributions by Monika Rinck, Philippe Sands, Dieter Le-

sage, Dirk Rupnow, Brenda Draney, Liam Gillick, Georg Diez, Nora Sternfeld, 

Dorothea Schöne, Andreas Huyssen & Doris Salcedo, Ismail Küppeli, Piotr Ryp-

son, and others. 

 

336 pages, 60 b+w illustrations  

18.5 x 26.5 cm, brochure 

€24.90  

ISBN: 978-3-7774-3542-8 

 

Copies for review can be obtained from the press office of the Munich Docu-

mentation Center at presse.nsdoku@muenchen.de or from Hirmer Verlag. 
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